
Rugare Marimba 
Ensemble Concert 

   9:30 a.m. 
   3rd, 4th, 5th gr. 

3 

P.T.O. Meeting 

   6:30-7:30 p.m. 
   in the library 

 4 

1st Grade Music 
Performance 

  6:00 p.m.—parent 
   performance 

12 

Presidents’ Day 

   No classes held 
 16 

A.T.P. Meeting 

   8:30 a.m. 
   in the library 

  
19  

Paul Owen Lewis, 
Author Visit 

23  

Reading Rocks 

A Family Reading 
Night 

   6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 26 

Dates to 

Remember  

Mustang Express 

...From The Desk of The Principal 

James McGee Elementary School 

Wendy Lechelt-Polster, Principal 

2015 

Reading Rocks 
A Family Reading Night 

 

February 26, 2015 
6:00-7:30 p.m. 

 

Enjoy reading a good book with a parent  or adult in the library.   
 

*Sing Karaoke  *Make a bookmark 
 

*One free book per James McGee student 
 

*One free rootbeer float per person 

Kindergarten  

Registration!  

 
Now through  
June  15, 2015 

Monday-Friday  
  9:30 a.m.—3:00 p.m.  

Dear Families,  
 
We have a number of fun and educational opportunities for students during the month of 
February!  On February 3rd, we will host the Rugare Marimba Ensemble, a local marimba 
ensemble that plays African-style marimba music that is energetic, inspiring, and fun.  
 

Our first graders will be performing their first concert of the year on February 12th.  The 
parent performance will be held on February 12th at 6:00 p.m. in the McGee cafeteria.   
 

We will have a visit from author Paul Owen Lewis on February 23rd.  Mr. Lewis is an author 
and illustrator from Washington State.  He has written a number of books but is most well-
known for Davy’s Dream and Storm Boy. Students will have the opportunity to listen to 
and interact with Mr. Lewis.  They will also be given the opportunity to purchase books 
and have Mr. Lewis autograph the books they have purchased, while he is visiting our 
school.   
 

We will end the month with our annual Reading Rocks event on February 26th from 6:00-
7:30.  We will have fun activities as well as delicious ice cream floats for all who attend 
Reading Rocks and every McGee student that attends will receive a free book! 
 

Reminders: 
 Winter Weather Dress-Please remember to send your child/children to school pre-

pared for the ever-changing weather conditions.  Students go out to recess most days, 
so being prepared for the cold, wind, and rain is very important!  

 
 Non-Edible Birthday Treats-Please remember that we do not allow edible birthday 

treats such as cupcakes and candy; we have too many issues with food allergies.  If you 
would like to celebrate your child’s birthday at school, please contact your child’s 
teacher in advance and arrange for a celebration that does not include food items. 

 
 Attendance-Please remember to call the office on the day of your child’s absence.  If 

we do not hear from you, one of our secretary’s, Ms. Wallace, will call you in the after-
noon.  If we don’t make personal contact with you to excuse the absence, our automat-
ed calling system will call you after 4:15 p.m. You may call the school after hours and 
leave a message on our answering machine giving us the reason for your child’s ab-
sence.  

Mrs. Lechelt-Polster, 
Principal 

Kindergarten classes will be at Barbara 

McClintock STEM Elementary School which 

is opening in the Fall.   
 
The McGee office staff will be taking kindergarten reg-
istration packets for fall classes.  The registration packets 
will be given to McClintock staff when they are availa-
ble to process them.   
 
A registration packet is available in our office.  
Immunizations must be current (booster 
shots after the age of 4).  Verification of 
residency is also required. 



 

February PTO Meeting 

February 4, 2015 

6:30 p.m. in the library 
 

Agenda Items 

 Treasurer Report 

 Board Positions 

 Planning 

 

Exchange Club Student of the Month 

Mustang PTO 
Supporting James McGee Elementary School 

The Tri-City Exchange Club is a local group that supports our school.  This 
group brings awareness about abuse and provides support to groups that 
help children who have been abused.  The Exchange Club buys the small 
flags for our Veteran’s Day assembly every year.  They have been a huge 
part of our Valentine Workshop as well.  They also recognize one student 
per month here at McGee.  Students are selected for academic achieve-
ment. 

January Student of the Month 
Sierra Larios 

4th grade, Mrs. Dutcher  

  Us on Facebook “Mustang PTO” 

mcgeevolunteers@yahoo.com 

McTeacher 

Nights 

Thank you to everyone that came to McDonalds 

and supported McGee on December 1 and 2, 2014.  

We raised $1,595.05.The money raised will be 

used to help pay for busing for student field trips. 

Purchase Your Yearbook  Today! 
 

 
Mr. Young and our Technology Club have been working 

very hard to put together a yearbook for our students to 

purchase.  It will have individual student pictures as well 

as pictures from many of the events that we have had this 

year.  Order your yearbook today.  It is a great way to save 

childhood memories.   The cost of a yearbook is $25.   

You can pre-order a yearbook until April 10, 2015. 

Please continue to clip and save UPC labels and caps from participating Labels for Education 

Brands and the coupons for Box Tops for Education products.  

 

The latest rebate check received from these two programs was for $2,297.80.  This money was  

deposited in our A.S.B. account for student activities. 

Wonderful Winter Art 
I can’t believe the year is racing by so quickly! You may have noticed some Native American art coming home with 

your students, as we are studying Pacific Northwest native art throughout all the grades: from drawing stories on native 

“blankets” in kindergarten to creating miniature canoes and Native Americans with their tools and items such as fish and bas-

kets in first grade. Second and third grade students have been creating masks of animals, including typical colors and designs 

from the region. Fourth and fifth grade students have been creating a variety of native arts, including totem poles, longhous-

es, and shields. Not every class is finished yet, so be on the lookout, and ask your student what their symbols and stories rep-

resent. Many of them have included their families in their artwork! 

Earlier this year, we reviewed a couple of the most basic elements of design -- line and shape. We return to these 

throughout the year, learning more as we design with space, color, texture, and value (light and dark) at this time. We are 

beginning our focus on texture and value now, learning about artists and techniques that include actual texture (e.g. collage 

and rubbings) and ways to create visual/implied texture (e.g. drawing tree bark or animal fur). Students will experiment with 

a variety of media for creating value, including shading with pencils, layering colors with oil pastels, and mixing white and 

black with their paints. 

Fifth grade students will begin their state visual arts performance assessment soon, incorporating all these elements 

into their work. This is their opportunity to express their personal artistic aesthetic, as well as demonstrate their skill with 

each of these elements, with the emphasis on line, texture, and value.  

As we continue throughout the year, please contact me if you have questions, or would like to donate to the art pro-

gram. We have thoroughly enjoyed the donations of beads, scrapbook papers, computer parts and old cell phones, and such 

that we repurpose into glorious art! You can reach me at lhendrickson@psd1.org or call the main office and ask for the art 

room. Thanks for all that you do at home with your students; it shows in their creativity, problem solving, and quality work! 
 

Laura Hendrickson,  
Art Teacher 

Every child whose parent attends the 
P.T.O. meeting will have their name put 
in a drawing for a book.  Daycare will be 
provided by the Boys and Girls Club. 

mailto:lhendrickson@psd1.org

